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and fearing to  come  before  his   master  empty-
handed he took poison in 1717.

From January to September 1715., the Great
King continued an existence whose days were
numbered. He hunted., occupied his chair at
councils, saw comedies and deceived his household
about his state of health; but he did not hide from
himself the approach of death. He foresaw his
end and its consequences.

On seeing the Dauphin at the morning robing of
the King, in July, Dangeau noted in his diary:
"He is better than ever, he is growing fast and
speaks with astonishing grace and accuracy; he
knows a lot for his age, especially geography, to
which he applies himself with pleasure/'

Louis XIV used to look with emotion every day
on the pretty face of this child of five. Under no
illusions as to his state he hastened to make his final
arrangements. So he summoned his great-grandson
to his room at midday on z6th August, and kissed
him and said: "You are going to be a great king,
my son; but all your happiness will depend on
your submission to God and the responsibility of
helping your people. So you must avoid making
war as far as you can. War destroys nations.
Don't follow the bad example I have given you;
I have often undertaken a war too lightly and
have continued in it through vanity. Don't
imitate me, but be a peaceable prince and let
your chief object be to help your subjects. Take
advantage of the good education you are receiving
from the Duchess of Ventadour; obey her, and,